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Selected Letters of Norman Mailer Oct 29 2019 A genuine literary event—an illuminating collection of correspondence from
one of the most acclaimed American writers of all time Over the course of a nearly sixty-year career, Norman Mailer wrote more
than 30 novels, essay collections, and nonfiction books. Yet nowhere was he more prolific—or more exposed—than in his letters.
All told, Mailer crafted more than 45,000 pieces of correspondence (approximately 20 million words), many of them deeply
personal, keeping a copy of almost every one. Now the best of these are published—most for the first time—in one remarkable
volume that spans seven decades and, it seems, several lifetimes. Together they form a stunning autobiographical portrait of
one of the most original, provocative, and outspoken public intellectuals of the twentieth century. Compiled by Mailer’s
authorized biographer, J. Michael Lennon, and organized by decade, Selected Letters of Norman Mailer features the most
fascinating of Mailer’s missives from 1940 to 2007—letters to his family and friends, to fans and fellow writers (including
Truman Capote, James Baldwin, and Philip Roth), to political figures from Henry Kissinger to Bill and Hillary Clinton, and to
such cultural icons as John Lennon, Marlon Brando, and even Monica Lewinsky. Here is Mailer the precocious Harvard
undergraduate, writing home to his parents for the first time and worrying that his acceptances by literary magazines were “all
happening too easy.” Here, too, is Mailer the soldier, confronting the violence of war in the Pacific, which would become the
subject of his masterly debut novel, The Naked and the Dead: “[I’m] amazed how casually it fits into . . . daily life, how very
unhorrible it all is.” Mailer the international celebrity pledges to William Styron, “I’m going to write every day, and like Lot’s
Wife I’m consigning myself to a pillar of salt if I dare to look back,” while the 1980s Mailer agonizes over the fallout from his illfated friendship with Jack Henry Abbott, the murderer who became his literary protégé. (“The continuation of our relationship
was depressing for both of us,” he confesses to Joyce Carol Oates.) At last, he finds domestic—and erotic—bliss in the arms of
his sixth wife, Norris Church (“We bounce into each other like sunlight”). Whether he is reflecting on the Kennedy
assassination, assessing the merits of authors from Fitzgerald to Proust, or threatening to pummel William Styron, the
brilliant, pugnacious Norman Mailer comes alive again in these letters. The myriad faces of this artist and activist, lover and
fighter, public figure and private man, are laid bare in this collection as never before. Praise for Selected Letters of Norman
Mailer “Extraordinary.”—Vanity Fair “As massive as the life they document . . . the autobiography [Mailer] never wrote . . . a
kind of map, from the hills and rice paddies of the Philippines through every victory and defeat for the rest of the century and
beyond.”—Esquire “The shards and winks at Mailer’s own past that are scattered throughout the letters . . . are so tantalizing.
They glitter throughout like unrefined jewels that Mailer took to the grave.”—The New Yorker “Indispensable . . . a subtle
document of an unsubtle man’s wit and erudition, even (or especially) when it’s wielded as a weapon.”—New York “Umpteen
pleasures to pluck out and roll between your teeth, like seeds from a pomegranate.”—The New York Times
Franny and Zooey Nov 10 2020 "Perhaps the best book by the foremost stylist of his generation" (New York Times), J. D.
Salinger's Franny and Zooey collects two works of fiction about the Glass family originally published in The New Yorker.
"Everything everybody does is so--I don't know--not wrong, or even mean, or even stupid necessarily. But just so tiny and
meaningless and--sad-making. And the worst part is, if you go bohemian or something crazy like that, you're conforming just as
much only in a different way." A novel in two halves, Franny and Zooey brilliantly captures the emotional strains and traumas of
entering adulthood. It is a gleaming example of the wit, precision, and poignancy that have made J. D. Salinger one of
America's most beloved writers.
The Poorhouse Fair Apr 03 2020 “Brilliant . . . Here is the conflict of real ideas; of real personalities; here is a work of
intellectual imagination and great charity. The Poorhouse Fair is a work of art.”—The New York Times Book Review The hero of
John Updike’s first novel, published when the author was twenty-six, is ninety-four-year-old John Hook, a dying man who yet
refuses to be dominated. His world is a poorhouse—a county home for the aged and infirm—overseen by Stephen Conner, a
righteous young man who considers it his duty to know what is best for others. The action of the novel unfolds over a single
summer’s day, the day of the poorhouse’s annual fair, a day of escalating tensions between Conner and the rebellious Hook. Its
climax is a contest between progress and tradition, benevolence and pride, reason and faith. Praise for The Poorhouse Fair “A
first novel of rare precision and real merit . . . a rich poorhouse indeed.”—Newsweek “Turning on a narrow plot of ground, it
achieves the rarity of bounded, native truth, and comes forth as microcosm.”—Commonweal
The Tides of Mind: Uncovering the Spectrum of Consciousness Dec 24 2021 A “rock star” (New York Times) of the computing
world provides a radical new work on the meaning of human consciousness. The holy grail of psychologists and scientists for
nearly a century has been to understand and replicate both human thought and the human mind. In fact, it's what attracted the
now-legendary computer scientist and AI authority David Gelernter to the discipline in the first place. As a student and young
researcher in the 1980s, Gelernter hoped to build a program with a dial marked "focus." At maximum "focus," the program
would "think" rationally, formally, reasonably. As the dial was turned down and "focus" diminished, its "mind" would start to
wander, and as you dialed even lower, this artificial mind would start to free-associate, eventually ignoring the user completely
as it cruised off into the mental adventures we know as sleep. While the program was a only a partial success, it laid the
foundation for The Tides of Mind, a groundbreaking new exploration of the human psyche that shows us how the very purpose
of the mind changes throughout the day. Indeed, as Gelernter explains, when we are at our most alert, when reasoning and
creating new memories is our main mental business, the mind is a computer-like machine that keeps emotion on a short leash
and attention on our surroundings. As we gradually tire, however, and descend the "mental spectrum," reasoning comes

unglued. Memory ranges more freely, the mind wanders, and daydreams grow more insistent. Self-awareness fades, reflection
blinks out, and at last we are completely immersed in our own minds. With far-reaching implications, Gelernter’s landmark
"Spectrum of Consciousness" finally helps decode some of the most mysterious wonders of the human mind, such as the
numinous light of early childhood, why dreams are so often predictive, and why sadism and masochism underpin some of our
greatest artistic achievements. It’s a theory that also challenges the very notion of the mind as a machine—and not through
empirical studies or "hard science" but by listening to our great poets and novelists, who have proven themselves as humanity's
most trusted guides to the subjective mind and inner self. In the great introspective tradition of Wilhelm Wundt and René
Descartes, David Gelernter promises to not only revolutionize our understanding of what it means to be human but also to help
answer many of our most fundamental questions about the origins of creativity, thought, and consciousness.
Who Is Rich? Jun 05 2020 A provocative satire of love, sex, money, and politics that unfolds over four wild days in so-called
“paradise”—the long-awaited first novel from the acclaimed author of Sam the Cat “I seriously, deeply love this book.”—Michael
Cunningham NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY THE NEW YORK TIMES AND THE WASHINGTON POST
Every summer, a once-sort-of-famous cartoonist named Rich Fischer leaves his wife and two kids behind to teach a class at a
weeklong arts conference in a charming New England beachside town. It’s a place where, every year, students—nature poets
and driftwood sculptors, widowed seniors, teenagers away from home for the first time—show up to study with an esteemed
faculty made up of prizewinning playwrights, actors, and historians; drunkards and perverts; members of the cultural elite;
unknown nobodies, midlist somebodies, and legitimate stars—a place where drum circles happen on the beach at midnight,
clothing optional. Once more, Rich finds himself, in this seaside paradise, worrying about his family’s nights without him and
trying not to think about his book, now out of print, or his future as an illustrator at a glossy magazine about to go under, or
his back taxes, or the shameless shenanigans of his colleagues at this summer make-out festival. He can’t decide whether his
own very real desire for love and human contact is going to rescue or destroy him. A warped and exhilarating tale of love and
lust, Who Is Rich? goes far beyond to address deeper questions: of family, monogamy, the intoxicating beauty of children, and
the challenging interdependence of two soulful, sensitive creatures in a confusing domestic alliance. LONGLISTED FOR THE
CENTER FOR FICTION FIRST NOVEL PRIZE “Funny, maddening . . . defiantly original . . . [Matthew] Klam’s prose is so clean,
so self-assured, that it feels a little like a miracle.”—The New York Times “A dazzling meditation on monogamy [and]
parenthood . . . full of sound and fury and signifying pretty much everything.”—The Boston Globe “Comic, wondrous, and
sad.”—The New Yorker “Almost scarily astute.”—People “An electric amalgam of frustration and tenderness, wonder and
rebellion: a paean to the obliterating power of parental love.”—Jennifer Egan “A contemporary masterpiece.”—Salon
Nabokov's Ada Jul 27 2019 Nabokov's Ada: The Place of Consciousness explores the relationship between the obvious dazzle of
Nabokov's style and the unsuspected depths of his thought before focusing on his richest and most surprising novel. This
"stunning," "magnificent" first book by "the great man of Nabokov studies," which "provides not only the best commentary on
Ada, but also a brilliant overview of Nabokov's metaphysics," has now been updated with a new preface, four additional
chapters and two comprehensive new indexes.
Hugging the Shore Nov 22 2021 WINNER OF THE NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD “Writing criticism is to writing
fiction and poetry as hugging the shore is to sailing in the open sea,” writes John Updike in his Foreword to this collection of
literary considerations. But the sailor doth protest too much: This collection begins somewhere near deep water, with a flotilla
of short fiction, humor pieces, and personal essays, and even the least of the reviews here—those that “come about and draw
even closer to the land with another nine-point quotation”—are distinguished by a novelist’s style, insight, and accuracy, not
just surface sparkle. Indeed, as James Atlas commented, the most substantial critical articles, on Melville, Hawthorne, and
Whitman, go out as far as Updike’s fiction: They are “the sort of ambitious scholarly reappraisal not seen in this country since
the death of Edmund Wilson.” With Hugging the Shore, Michiko Kakutani wrote, Updike established himself “as a major and
enduring critical voice; indeed, as the pre-eminent critic of his generation.”
Trust Me Aug 27 2019 The theme of trust, betrayed or fulfilled, runs through this collection of short stories: Parents lead
children into peril, husbands abandon wives, wives manipulate husbands, and time undermines all. Love pangs, a favorite
subject of the author, take on a new urgency as earthquakes, illnesses, lost wallets, and deaths of distant friends besiege his
aging heroes and heroines. One man loves his wife’s twin, and several men love the imagined bliss of their pasts; one woman
takes an impotent lover, and another must administer her father’s death. Bourgeois comforts and youthful convictions are
tenderly seen as certain to erode: “Man,” as one of these stories concludes, “was not meant to abide in paradise.”
Higher Gossip Jan 13 2021 Here is the collection of nonfiction pieces that John Updike was compiling when he died in January
2009. It opens with a self-portrait of the writer in winter, a Prospero who, though he fears his most dazzling performances are
behind him, reveals himself in every sentence to be in deep conversation with the sources of his magic. It concludes with a
moving meditation on a world without religion, without art, and on the difficulties of faith in a disbelieving age. In between are
pieces on Peanuts, Mars, and the songs of Cole Porter, a pageant of scenes from early Massachusetts, and a good deal of
Updikean table talk. At the heart of the volume are dozens of book reviews from The New Yorker and illustrated art writings
from The New York Review of Books. Updike’s criticism is gossip of the highest sort. We will not hear the likes of it again.
Selected Poems Apr 15 2021 A post-humous, autobiographical collection of poetry from John Updike, one of the most
celebrated American writers of the twentieth cenury and author of modern classic novel Rabbit, Run Updike had a boundless
capacity for curiosity and delight. This collection of poems from across his career displays his extraordinary range in form and
subject: from metaphysical epigrams, and lyrical odes to blank-verse sonnets, on topics from Roman busts to Lucian Freud to
postage stamps. These poems are nimble and inventive, exploring art, science, popular culture, foreign travel, erotic love,
growth, decay and rebirth. Collected in chronological order, from precocious undergraduate efforts to frequently anthologized
classics, this is an autobiography in verse for every Updike fan and a celebration of twentieth century American life.
Saul Steinberg masquerade Jul 07 2020 Highlighting the photographer's unique collection of "paper bag" images from the
1950s and 1960s, this series of individual and group portraits recaptures the whimsy and humor of this period in photography.
17,500 first printing.
Thinks... May 05 2020 Ralph Messenger is a man who knows what he wants and generally gets it. Approaching his fiftieth
birthday, he has good reason to feel pleased with himself. As Director of the prestigious Holt Belling Centre for Cognitive
Science at the University of Gloucester he is much in demand as a pundit on developments in artificial intelligence and the
study of human consciousness - 'the last frontier of scientific enquiry'. He enjoys an affluent life style subsidised by the wealth
of his American wife, Carrie. Known to colleagues on the conference circuit as a womaniser and to Private Eye as a 'Media
Dong', he has reached a tacit understanding with Carrie to refrain from philandering in his own back yard.This resolution is
already weakening when he meets and is attracted to Helen Reed, a distinguished novelist still grieving for the sudden death of
her husband more than a year ago, who has rented out her London house and taken up a post as writer-in residence at
Gloucester University, partly to try and get over her bereavement.Fascinated and challenged by a personality and a world-view
radically at odds with her own, Helen is aroused by Ralph's bold advances, but resists on moral principle. The stand-off between
them is shattered by a series of events and discoveries that dramatically confirm the truth of Ralph's dictum, 'We can never
know for certain what another person is thinking.'
Getting the Words Out Sep 20 2021
The Maples Stories Feb 11 2021 Collected together for the first time in hardcover, these eighteen classic stories from across

John Updike’s career form a luminous chronicle of the life and times of one marriage in all its rich emotional complexity. In
1956, Updike published a story, “Snowing in Greenwich Village,” about a young couple, Joan and Richard Maple, at the
beginning of their marriage. Over the next two decades, he returned to these characters again and again, tracing their years
together raising children, finding moments of intermittent happiness, and facing the heartbreak of infidelity and
estrangement. Seventeen Maples stories were collected in 1979 in a paperback edition titled Too Far to Go, prompted by a
television adaptation. Now those stories appear in hardcover for the first time, with the addition of a later story,
“Grandparenting,” which returns us to the Maples’s lives long after their wrenching divorce.
Roger's Version Dec 12 2020 As Roger Lambert tells it, he, a middle-aged professor of divinity, is buttonholed in his office by
Dale Kohler, an earnest young computer scientist who believes that quantifiable evidence of God’s existence is irresistibly
accumulating. The theological-scientific debate that ensues, and the wicked strategies that Roger employs to disembarrass
Dale of his faith, form the substance of this novel—these and the current of erotic attraction that pulls Esther, Roger’s much
younger wife, away from him and into Dale’s bed. The novel, a majestic allegory of faith and reason, ends also as a black
comedy of revenge, for this is Roger’s version—Roger Chillingworth’s side of the triangle described by Hawthorne’s Scarlet
Letter—made new for a disbelieving age.
Rabbit at Rest Aug 20 2021 Winner of the Pulitzer Prize, the Howells Medal, and the National Book Critics Circle Award In
John Updike’s fourth and final novel about Harry “Rabbit” Angstrom, the hero has acquired a Florida condo, a second
grandchild, and a troubled, overworked heart. His son, Nelson, is behaving erratically; his daughter-in-law, Pru, is sending him
mixed signals; and his wife, Janice, decides in midlife to return to the world of work. As, through the year of 1989, Reagan’s
debt-ridden, AIDS-plagued America yields to that of the first George Bush, Rabbit explores the bleak terrain of late middle age,
looking for reasons to live and opportunities to make peace with a remorselessly accumulating past.
S. Apr 27 2022 S. is the story of Sarah P. Worth, a thoroughly modern spiritual seeker who has become enamored of a Hindu
mystic called the Arhat. A native New Englander, she goes west to join his ashram in Arizona, and there struggles alongside
fellow sannyasins (pilgrims) in the difficult attempt to subdue ego and achieve moksha (salvation, release from illusion). “S.”
details her adventures in letters and tapes dispatched to her husband, her daughter, her brother, her dentist, her hairdresser,
and her psychiatrist—messages cleverly designed to keep her old world in order while she is creating for herself a new one. This
is Hester Prynne’s side of the triangle described by Hawthorne’s Scarlet Letter; it is also a burlesque of the quest for
enlightenment, and an affectionate meditation on American womanhood.
Toward the End of Time Jul 31 2022 Set in the near future of 2020, this disconcerting philosophical fantasy depicts an America
devastated by a war with China that has left its populace decimated, its government a shambles, and its natural resources
tainted. The hero is Ben Turnbull, a sixty-six-year-old retired investment counselor, who, like Thoreau, sticks close to home and
traces the course of one Massachusetts year in his journal. Something of a science buff, he finds that his disrupted personal
history has been warped by the disjunctions and vagaries of the “many-worlds” hypothesis derived from the indeterminacy of
quantum theory. His identity branches into variants extending back through the past and forward into the evolution of the
universe, as both it and his own mortal, nature-haunted existence move toward the end of time.
Of the Farm Jan 31 2020 “A small masterpiece . . . With Of the Farm, John Updike has achieved a sureness of touch, a
suppleness of style, and a subtlety of vision that is gained by few writers of fi ction.”—The New York Times In this short novel,
Joey Robinson, a thirty-five-year-old New Yorker, describes a visit he makes, with his second wife and eleven-year-old stepson,
to the Pennsylvania farm where he grew up and where his aging mother now lives alone. For three days, a quartet of voices
explores the air, making confessions, seeking alignments, quarreling, pleading, and pardoning. They are not entirely alone:
ghosts (fathers, lovers, children) press upon them, as do phantoms from the near future (nurses, lawyers, land developers). Of
the Farm concerns the places people choose to live their lives, and the strategies they use to stand their ground.
The Unpunished Vice Jun 25 2019 A new memoir from acclaimed author Edmund White about his life as a reader. Literary icon
Edmund White made his name through his writing but remembers his life through the books he has read. For White, each
momentous occasion came with a book to match: Proust's Remembrance of Things Past, which opened up the seemingly closed
world of homosexuality while he was at boarding school in Michigan; the Ezra Pound poems adored by a lover he followed to
New York; the biography of Stephen Crane that inspired one of White's novels. But it wasn't until heart surgery in 2014, when
he temporarily lost his desire to read, that White realized the key role that reading played in his life: forming his tastes,
shaping his memories, and amusing him through the best and worst life had to offer. Blending memoir and literary criticism,
The Unpunished Vice is a compendium of all the ways reading has shaped White's life and work. His larger-than-life presence
on the literary scene lends itself to fascinating, intimate insights into the lives of some of the world's best-loved cultural
figures. With characteristic wit and candor, he recalls reading Henry James to Peggy Guggenheim in her private gondola in
Venice and phone calls at eight o'clock in the morning to Vladimir Nabokov--who once said that White was his favorite
American writer. Featuring writing that has appeared in the New York Review of Books and the Paris Review, among others,
The Unpunished Vice is a wickedly smart and insightful account of a life in literature.
U and I Sep 08 2020 Baker muses on the creative process via his obsession with John Updike.
Odd Jobs May 17 2021 To complement his work as a fiction writer, John Updike accepted any number of odd jobs—book
reviews and introductions, speeches and tributes, a “few paragraphs” on baseball or beauty or Borges—and saw each as “an
opportunity to learn something, or to extract from within some unsuspected wisdom.” In this, his largest collection of assorted
prose, he brings generosity and insight to the works and lives of William Dean Howells, George Bernard Shaw, Philip Roth,
Muriel Spark, and dozens more. Novels from outposts of postmodernism like Turkey, Albania, Israel, and Nigeria are reviewed,
as are biographies of Cleopatra and Dorothy Parker. The more than a hundred considerations of books are flanked, on one side,
by short stories, a playlet, and personal essays, and, on the other, by essays on his own oeuvre. Updike’s odd jobs would be any
other writer’s chief work.
Sierra Sierra Jan 01 2020
Collected Poems 1953-1993 Mar 15 2021 A varied anthology of poetry, representing some forty years of work, encompasses
nearly every poem from five previously published collections, as well as sixty new poems and a selection of light verse. Reprint.
Consciousness & the Novel Oct 02 2022 Identifies literature as the richest record of human consciousness, revealing why it is
not inconsistent with scientific knowledge and explaining through a series of essays on classic writers what novels can tell
readers about the creative writing process. (Literature)
Terrorist Nov 30 2019 Ahmad, threatened by the hedonistic society around him, gets involved in a plot, with reverberations
that rouse the Department of Homeland Security.
Self and Consciousness Aug 08 2020 This volume contains an array of essays that reflect, and reflect upon, the recent revival
of scholarly interest in the self and consciousness. Various relevant issues are addressed in conceptually challenging ways,
such as how consciousness and different forms of self-relevant experience develop in infancy and childhood and are related to
the acquisition of skill; the role of the self in social development; the phenomenology of being conscious and its
metapsychological implications; and the cultural foundations of conceptualizations of consciousness. Written by notable
scholars in several areas of psychology, philosophy, cognitive neuroscience, and anthropology, the essays are of interest to
readers from a variety of disciplines concerned with central, substantive questions in contemporary social science, and the
humanities.

From the Journal of a Leper Jun 17 2021
Picked-Up Pieces Jul 19 2021 In John Updike’s second collection of assorted prose he comes into his own as a book reviewer;
most of the pieces picked up here were first published in The New Yorker in the 1960s and early ’70s. If one word could sum up
the young critic’s approach to books and their authors it would be “generosity”: “Better to praise and share,” he says in his
Foreword, “than to blame and ban.” And so he follows his enthusiasms, which prove both deserving and infectious:
Kierkegaard, Proust, Joyce, Dostoevsky, and Hamsun among the classics; Borges, Nabokov, Grass, Bellow, Cheever, and Jong
among the contemporaries. Here too are meditations on Satan and cemeteries, travel essays on London and Anguilla, three very
early “golf dreams,” and one big interview. Picked-Up Pieces is a glittering treasury for every reader who likes life, books,
wit—and John Updike.
The Origin of Consciousness in the Breakdown of the Bicameral Mind Feb 23 2022 National Book Award Finalist: “This man’s
ideas may be the most influential, not to say controversial, of the second half of the twentieth century.”—Columbus Dispatch At
the heart of this classic, seminal book is Julian Jaynes's still-controversial thesis that human consciousness did not begin far
back in animal evolution but instead is a learned process that came about only three thousand years ago and is still developing.
The implications of this revolutionary scientific paradigm extend into virtually every aspect of our psychology, our history and
culture, our religion—and indeed our future. “Don’t be put off by the academic title of Julian Jaynes’s The Origin of
Consciousness in the Breakdown of the Bicameral Mind. Its prose is always lucid and often lyrical…he unfolds his case with the
utmost intellectual rigor.”—The New York Times “When Julian Jaynes . . . speculates that until late in the twentieth millennium
BC men had no consciousness but were automatically obeying the voices of the gods, we are astounded but compelled to follow
this remarkable thesis.”—John Updike, The New Yorker “He is as startling as Freud was in The Interpretation of Dreams, and
Jaynes is equally as adept at forcing a new view of known human behavior.”—American Journal of Psychiatry
In the Beauty of the Lilies Jun 29 2022 In the Beauty of the Lilies begins in 1910 and traces God’s relation to four generations
of American seekers, beginning with Clarence Wilmot, a clergyman in Paterson, New Jersey. He loses his faith but finds solace
at the movies, respite from “the bleak facts of life, his life, gutted by God’s withdrawal.” His son, Teddy, becomes a mailman
who retreats from American exceptionalism, religious and otherwise, into a life of studied ordinariness. Teddy has a daughter,
Esther, who becomes a movie star, an object of worship, an All-American goddess. Her neglected son, Clark, is possessed of a
native Christian fervor that brings the story full circle: in the late 1980s he joins a Colorado sect called the Temple, a handful
of “God’s elect” hastening the day of reckoning. In following the Wilmots’ collective search for transcendence, John Updike
pulls one wandering thread from the tapestry of the American Century and writes perhaps the greatest of his later novels.
Umbrella Sep 01 2022 "A brother is as easily forgotten as an umbrella."—James Joyce, Ulysses Radical and uncompromising,
Umbrella is a tour de force from one of England’s most acclaimed contemporary writers, and Self’s most ambitious novel to
date. Moving between Edwardian London and a suburban mental hospital in 1971, Umbrella exposes the twentieth century’s
technological searchlight as refracted through the dark glass of a long term mental institution. While making his first tours of
the hospital at which he has just begun working, maverick psychiatrist Zachary Busner notices that many of the patients
exhibit a strange physical tic: rapid, precise movements that they repeat over and over. One of these patients is Audrey Dearth,
an elderly woman born in the slums of West London in 1890. Audrey’s memories of a bygone Edwardian London, her lovers,
involvement with early feminist and socialist movements, and, in particular, her time working in an umbrella shop, alternate
with Busner’s attempts to treat her condition and bring light to her clouded world. Busner’s investigations into Audrey’s illness
lead to discoveries about her family that are shocking and tragic.
Pigeon Feathers May 29 2022 When this classic collection of stories first appeared—in 1962, on the author’s thirtieth
birthday—Arthur Mizener wrote in The New York Times Book Review: “Updike is a romantic [and] like all American romantics,
that is, he has an irresistible impulse to go in memory home again in order to find himself. . . . The precise recollection of his
own family-love, parental and marital, is vital to him; it is the matter in which the saving truth is incarnate. . . . Pigeon Feathers
is not just a book of very brilliant short stories; it is a demonstration of how the most gifted writer of his generation is coming
to maturity; it shows us that Mr. Updike’s fine verbal talent is no longer pirouetting, however gracefully, out of a simple delight
in motion, but is beginning to serve his deepest insight.”
A Soft Spring Night in Shillington Oct 10 2020
Self-Consciousness Nov 03 2022 John Updike’s memoirs consist of six Emersonian essays that together trace the inner shape
of the life, up to the age of fifty-five, of a relatively fortunate American male. The author has attempted, his foreword states, “to
treat this life, this massive datum which happens to be mine, as a specimen life, representative in its odd uniqueness of all the
oddly unique lives in this world.” In the service of this metaphysical effort, he has been hair-raisingly honest, matchlessly
precise, and self-effacingly humorous. He takes the reader beyond self-consciousness, and beyond self-importance, into sheer
wonder at the miracle of existence.
Buchanan Dying Jan 25 2022 To the list of John Updike’s well-intentioned protagonists—Rabbit Angstrom, George Caldwell,
Piet Hanema, Henry Bech—add James Buchanan, seen above as a young Congressman in the 1820’s, and on the front cover as
the harried fifteenth President of the United States (1857-1861). In a play meant to be read, Buchanan’s political and private
lives are represented as aspects of his spiritual life, whose crowning, condensing act is the act of dying. A wide-ranging
Afterword rounds out the dramatic portrait of one of America’s lesser known, and least appreciated, leaders.
My Father's Tears and Other Stories Oct 22 2021 A beautiful, moving collection of short stories, in many of which Updike
revisits the haunts of his childhood from the vantage point of old age. In 'Fiftieth' old friends reconnect at a class reunion, and
one of them is left wondering, 'What does it mean: the enormity of having been children and now being old, living next to
death.' In the story 'The Full Glass' the protagonist describes somewhat ruefully the rituals of old age. Before going to bed, he
raises his nightly water glass 'drinking a toast to the visible world, his impending disappearance from it be damned.' In
'Varieties of Religious Experiences' a grandfather, visiting his daughter in Brooklyn Heights, watches the tower of the World
Trade Centre fall, and his view of a God is forever altered. Again and again in these memorable stories, Updike strikes to the
heart, giving words to what is so often left unsaid. He is at once witty, devastatingly observant, touching � and, of course, a
consummate storyteller. This is a collection that will be admired and cherished.
The John Updike Encyclopedia Mar 03 2020 John Updike is one of the most seminal American writers of the 20th century and
one of the most prolific as well. His writing consistently reveals stylistic brilliance, and through his engagement with America's
moral and spiritual problems, his works chronicle America's hopes and dreams, failures and disappointments. Though an
enormously popular writer, the complexity and elegance of his works have elicited much scholarly attention. Through several
hundred alphabetically arranged entries, this book provides an exceptional resource for both casual and serious readers.
Whether seeking a novel summary, an authoritative analysis of subjects, elucidation of an allusion, or a point about Updike's
life and manner of composition, the encyclopedia is indispensable. Extensive cross-referencing, numerous bibliographies, and a
thorough index enhance its usefulness.
Nicotine Sep 28 2019 By turns philosophical and darkly comic, an ex-smoker's meditation on the nature and consequences of
his nearly lifelong addiction Written with the passion of an obsessive, Nicotine addresses a lifelong addiction, from the thrill of
the first drag to the perennial last last cigarette. Reflecting on his experiences as a smoker from a young age, Gregor Hens
investigates the irreversible effects of nicotine on thought and patterns of behavior. He extends the conversation with other
smokers to meditations on Mark Twain and Italo Svevo, the nature of habit, and the validity of hypnosis. With comic insight

and meticulous precision, Hens deconstructs every facet of dependency, offering a brilliant analysis of the psychopathology of
addiction. This is a book about the physical, emotional, and psychological power of nicotine as not only an addictive drug, but
also a gateway to memory, a long trail of streetlights in the rearview mirror of a smoker’s life. Cigarettes are sometimes a
solace, sometimes a weakness, but always a witness and companion. This is a meditation, an ode, and a eulogy, one that will be
passed hand-to-hand between close friends.
Rabbit Redux Mar 27 2022 In this sequel to Rabbit, Run, John Updike resumes the spiritual quest of his anxious Everyman,
Harry “Rabbit” Angstrom. Ten years have passed; the impulsive former athlete has become a paunchy thirty-six-year-old
conservative, and Eisenhower’s becalmed America has become 1969’s lurid turmoil of technology, fantasy, drugs, and violence.
Rabbit is abandoned by his family, his home invaded by a runaway and a radical, his past reduced to a ruined inner landscape;
still he clings to semblances of decency and responsibility, and yearns to belong and to believe.
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